Delimitation of the period of sensitivity to the cataractogenic action of selenite in rats.
The period when selenite is able to induce cataracts begins on the 2nd and ends on the 17th day of postnatal life. Higher doses of selenite do not change the beginning of the cataractogenic period but may induce rare cataracts (up to 17%) when given on the 18th and 19th day of life. The lethal effect of selenite, which predominantly depends on the administered dose, is significantly lowered during the period of selenite-induced cataractogenesis.